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1. Person A makes claim X.
2. Person B makes an attack on A's circumstances.
3. Therefore X 1is false.
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"Bill claims that 1+1=2. But he i1s a Republican, so
his claim 1s false."

Circumstantial ad Hominem =& <97 Ad Hominem
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The reason why an Ad Hominem (of any kind) is a fallacy
is that the character, circumstances, or actions of a person
do not (in most cases) have a bearing on the truth or
falsity of the claim being made (or the quality of the
argument being made).

Example of Ad Hominem
Bill: "I believe that abortion 1s morally wrong."

Dave: "Of course you would say that, you're a
priest."

Bill: "What about the arguments I gave to support my
position?"

Dave: "Those don't count. Like I said, you're a priest,
so you have to say that abortion is wrong. Further,



you are just a lackey to the Pope, so I can't believe
what you say."
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The following paragraph is taken from The First Book of
Ethics, Algernon D. Black, Ethica Press, New Y ork:

" A teacher was killed in the year 399 B.C. by the people of ancient city of Athens."
Why did they kill him?

They killed him for a crime.
What was the crime?

He was accused of corrupting the young people of the city.

How did he do so?



- He asked questions.

Why would that hurt anybody?

- By his questions he made them think.

What's wrong with that?

- He made them think about thinks they believed.
How could that do any harm?

- When people ask questions and think about things they believe, they may not believe the
same after that.

And people of Athens killed him for doing that?

- Yes, they did.

Why did he make people think?

- Because he loved truth and he wanted to find truth.
Who was this teacher?

- He was a stonecutter. He earned his living by cutting marble for the buildings and
statues of the city. But in his free time he was a teacher.

What was his name?

- His name was Socrates.
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Is Allah just or merciful?

Other fields apart, it is impossible to bring justice and mercy

together in the field of trial in a law-court. In order to show
mercy to the offender, justice will have to be ignored and in
order to uphold justice, mercy will have to be sacrificed.

It is said that Allah is just and merciful. How is it possible? Is
He just in one case and merciful in another?

Is God merciful?

‘Mercy’ / 'Kindness' is a noble quality. One who has this quality
is called 'Kind'. Man can be kind but not merciful because
however much he may have the quality he may never achieve
fulfillment in it. But God is full of mercy for which reason He is
called 'The Merciful'.

If someone gives food to a hungry man but robs a fraveler of
his belongings, saves a drawing man and kills another; or gives
home to a homeless man and sets another's home in fire, can he
be called merciful? The answer perhaps will be no. But in spite
of similar activities God is entitled to the epithets of 'The
most Merciful, the most Beneficent', let us now discuss the
matter a bit.

In the animal world those who devour and those who are
devoured are very much in existence. When a strong animal



feeds on a weak animal God is undoubtedly 'merciful’ to the

former. But is he merciful to the devoured animal as well?
When a snake gets hold of a frog and swallows it slowly, He is
certainly merciful to the snake. But is He not merciless

towards the frog? On the other hand, if He shows mercy to the
frog will not the snake die from hunger? Instead of making
some animals food to some others couldn't God make lifeless
materials like clay and metals fit to be clean? If he couldn't,
how come earthworms feed on the soil?

If saving the life of creature is a merciful act and killing a
creature is a merciless act, then in the matter of devouring and

being devoured God is more merciless than merciful. However,
none but He himself knows how many times more merciless
than merciful He is. Who knows how many fishes, chickens,
goats etc. He gets killed in order to save the life of one man?

Who knows how many anchovies he gets killed to save the lives
of halibut, a mackerel and a heron? Why has god so much mercy
for the consumers of fish and meat? Why has he so little mercy
for the weak, unfortunate, helpless victims? Don't they look
upon Him as "The Merciful"? Has He no mercy for them?

It is said that man is God's choice creature. For this reason He
is more kind to man than to any other creature. But why does
his kindness vary from man to man? God has kindly given life o
man and He has also given the feelings of hunger and thrust,

happiness and sorrow, to all men in equal measure. Yet why isn't
there equidistribution of God's kindness in respect of man's
livelihood? Some people live in a magnificent palace while
some other live under a tree. Some have four square meals a
day, of choice dishes whereas others hanker after stale rice
soaked in water with a sprinkling of salt and a burnt red

pepper. Why is this so? There are those who make new records
in athletic contests and win medals in wrestling and boxing, but
there are also blind and cripple who, sitting on a pavement, are
tramped on by others. Why is this partiality in the distribution
of God's mercy? Furthermore, is there anything called destiny?
If there is, why does nobody have the good fortune of enjoying
permanent peace? Who controls man's destiny?



To save the life of someone is unquestionably an act of mercy
but to kill someone is not a merciful act. On the contrary, it is a
sign of being merciless. In the world, birth rate is more or less
equal to death rate. Therefore, God is equally merciful and
merciless in the matter of birth and death. In other words, the
quantity of God's mercy in this respect is equal to the quantity
of his merciless.

In the context of the above discussion some people may think
that God is neither merciful nor merciless. He is an invisible,

ineffable entity. If it were not so will He not be responsible for
infant death and unnatural death as well as for natural
disasters like tornado, flood, pestilence and earthquake which
cause large scale loss of lives?

Why is there fixed time for prayers?

It is found that in almost all religions there are certain fixed
hours for certain prayers. But it is not understood why the Lord
of the universe should withhold His acceptance if a person says
his/her prayers before or after the fixed hours? Islam enjoins
saying one's prayers five times a day at particular hours and
there are certain hours when prayers are forbidden.

The diurnal motion of the earth causes difference in the local
time of the countries situated in different longitudes as a
result of which there is a prayer time at every moment of the

day and night in some places or other. Yet it is forbidden to say
one’s prayers at sunrise, at 12 noon and at sunset. What is its
significance? The sun rises at different hours at different
places — earlier in eastern countries and later in the western
countries. So when prayers are forbidden here it is not
forbidden elsewhere at that particular moment. For instance,
when the sun rises at Barishal, it is yet to rise in Calcutta and
it had already risen in Chittagong a few minutes ago. Thus,
when prayers are forbidden at Barishal, it is not forbidden in
Calcutta or Chittagong. In that case, is there any sense in

forbidding prayers at particular hours?



The same question applies to prescribed hours for prayers.
Since every moment is a prayer time in some place or other
what is the point in fixing certain hours for certain prayers?

There was a time when was supposed to be flat and stationary
which would make the hour of clock at any given moment
identical in all the countries or places of the world with no
variation in local time. Probably this notion led to the
prescribed prayer-schedule. But now it has been proved that
the earth is a moving sphere. Let us now discuss the problems
arising out of the erroneous notion.

Suppose after saying his afternoon prayer “Zohar” at half past
one, a man started for Holly Mecca by plane from Chittagong
flying at a speed of 3000 miles per hour. On reaching there he
found that it was yet to be noon. Will he have to say the
“Zohar” prayer once again when the appointed time for it
comes?

If a plane flies west at a speed 1041.67 miles per hour, the sun
will appear to be at rest as if it stood motionless at one place
and the passengers will have no idea of the time of day —
morning, noon or evening — by looking at the sun. In this
circumstance, how will the passengers take care of their
prayers and fasting?

It is only in the equatorial region of the earth that at certain
times of the year the day and night are of equal or nearly equal
duration. But the further north and south we travel from this
region, the longer are the days or nights depending on the
season of the year. In some countries near the arctic region
days become so long in summer that soon after dusk the sun
rises again with no night between evening and dawn. How will one
say one's Esha prayer there?

In the arctic region about six months of continuous daytime is
followed by a night lasting for six months. Since we get only
one day and one night there it may be possible to say one’s
prayers five times a year but how can one fast there for thirty
days from dawn to dusk?
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