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An old pond—
The sound of a frog jumping
into water
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A traditional hokku consists of a pattern of approximately 5, 7, and 5
morae, phonetic units which only partially correspond to the syllables

> SIoH-TIE, TG DI |
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of languages such as English. It also contains a special season word
(the kigo) descriptive of the season in which the renga is set.”
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The exact origin of hokku is still subject to debate, but it is generally
agreed that it originated from the classical linked verse form called

renga (GEER.*
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