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The political programme of Sheikh Mujib's Awami League,erev
whelminly endorsed by the people of East Pakistananebent elections,
sought to correct these disparities by transferring cbatrer economic
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policy from the Central Government to the Provincese Tésponse of
Yahya Khan's Government was to unleash a resign of terrosentull
dimension are only gradually becoming knotwn.
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The military government, although it allowed electiomsyer indented to
hand over real power to the people. Their calculati@s what once
election were held different parties would share tlass& here would be
political chaos in the country and they would be ablediscredit

politicians once again to perpetuate their rule. But tleetieih results
shattered their plan. The promise to transfer power whighya Khan

made soon after he came to power, as only a caretakemgeent, was a
promise with a hidden meanifg.
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ST RIS I i e (A e St 9 ] or; a Afou-effea e (el geeer W wil
firafor & (o e A TR TS TG &R A | (R (W AR 6 9 R TR T A TR <
TR 7 33 IR 4 R (e SR AR St ey a0 AR e | S S o T WH-2MR ¢
N Fofer Aie S e TeE | 09 719, O G5 9fE MR QYE) JS (I A | FouEl
FGLTOS AT TRY 2o &P 2, ¥[e &R 74390 4T3 341 | TN QICH 28T Ty 19 ) 9 TR Ao

...from the election time, election results wergBhutto began trying to
deny to the East the right to get the kind of constitutiovanted. Bhutto,
a feudal landlord and former foreign minister with alliant but
opportunistic career, had won in the West on socialigtomises to the
poor. His obstructive manoeuvers against Rahman serveadténests of
the Western elite, however, rather than poor.
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ST (I T (73 OISt 5 SR, 951 il Ffvis, 4 (o (qe W < ST 3 14 2w e

! The Sunday Times, 18 April '71.
2 The Sunday Times, 18 April '71.
% The Evening Star [Washington], 8 July '71.
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...the bits and pieces that have come to light makkear that the power
establishment in the West never intended to let ShHdiljib win a single
measure of autonomy for East Pakistan.
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* The New York Times, 28 March '71.
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...while he [Yahya] negotiated with Mujib, his Generahpled carnage.
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...It is clear now that the West Pakistanis nevernintge talks to succeed,
that they dragged them out only to buy the time to getugmdroops
reinforcements over from West Pakistan to launcrattaek’
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® The Guardian, 31 March '71.
® The Baltimore Sun, 30 March '71. [...they [Pakistamy] flew in more troops from West Pakistan.]
"The New York Times, 4 April '71.
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...troops were flowing in daily from West Pakistan and m&eyngali

began to believe that the negotiations were being delibgratEbnged to
give the Government in West Pakistan time to get heawmjorcements to
the East
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...people asleep in the Bazaar were shot. In the mothégictims were
still lying there with rugs on them as if they werel siiéeping’
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...the Army seized control of Dacca on Thursday nighd g@unfire
including heavy artillery was heard till late on Fridayrmng. Huge fires
burnt in the direction of Dacca University.
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® The New Times, 28 March '71.
° The Daily Telegraph, 30 March '71.
1 The Washington Star, 1971.
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200 Students were killed in Igbal Hall when their rooms wsgreayed
with Machinegun fire ... the military removed many of tiealies but the
30 bodies still there could never accounted for all theodlin the
corridors of Igbal Half*
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President Yahya Khan's tanks have been ordered intouckest action,
no holds barred against the people of East Pakistannagrim logic the
enemy must be the whole people because they had dktigsevith rare
unanimity for demands of self-ruté.
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...on the morning of March 26 ... they [Pakistan Armygniv about
systematically destroying the entire old city of Dactae Army shot
every person in the old city and burnt inside their h@niehe biggest
massacre was in Hindu locality. The Army then rusheitistoext target,
the antre of Sheikh Muijib's supporters. The carnagened till the
night.
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™ The Daily Telegraph, 30 March '71.
2 The New Statesman, 2 April '71.
'3 The Daily Telegraph, 30 March '71.
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4 Atthe All India Muslim League
Working Committee
Lahore session, 23 March 1940
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While approving and endorsing the action taken by the Coundiltlze
Working Committee of the All India Muslim League, adicated in their
resolutions dated the 2f August, 17 & 18" of September and #2of
October, 1939, and the 3rd of February, 1940 on the constélissue,
this session of the All India Muslim League emphaticadliferates that
the scheme of federation embodied in the Governmelmtded Act 1935
is totally unsuited to, and unworkable in the peculiar conustiof this
country and is altogether unacceptable to Muslim India.

It further records its emphatic view that while the dextian dated the
18" of October, 1939 made by the Viceroy on behalf of Maesty's

Government is reassuring in so far as it declares tbapdhcy and plan
on which the Government of India Act, 1935, is based Wi

reconsidered in consultation with various parties, redts and
communities in India, Muslims in India will not be sdieed unless the
whole constitutional plan is reconsidered de novo aatrtb revised plan
would be acceptable to Muslims unless it is framed witlr dgeproval

and consent.

Resolved that it is the considered view of this Sessiothe All India
Muslim League that no constitutional plan would be wbl&an this
country or acceptable to the Muslims unless it is desigmedthe
following basic principles, viz., that geographically cgotus units are
demarcated into regions which should be constituted, suith territorial
readjustments as may be necessary that the arescimtve Muslims are
numerically in a majority as in the North Westerr &astern Zones of
(British) India should be grouped to constitute ‘independsates’ in
which the constituent units should be autonomous and sgrere

That adequate, effective and mandatory safeguards shosfekb#ically
provided in the constitution for minorities in these units antdhe regions
for the protection of their religious, cultural, ecamo, political,
administrative and other rights and interests in coasoh with them and
in other parts of India where the Muslims are in aamty adequate,
effective and mandatory safeguards shall be specificadlyiged in the
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constitution for them and other minorities for the pcoten of their
religious, cultural, economic, political, administvatiand other rights and
interests in consultation with them.

The Session further authorizes the Working Commitieaime a scheme
of constitution in accordance with these basic princjgdesviding for the
assumption finally by the respective regions of all peveeich as defense,
external affairs, communications, customs, and suckr atlatters as may
be necessary.
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You are free; you are free to go to your temples, yeurae to go to your
mosques or to any other place of worship in this Statea&istan. You
may belong to any religion or caste or creed — that bdsng to do with
the business of the State... We are starting withftimgamental principle
that we are all citizens and equal citizens of one Statel think we

should keep that in front of us as our ideal and you witl that in due
course Hindus would cease to be Hindus and Muslims woalskec® be
Muslims, not in the religious sense, because that is tteoma faith of
each individual, but in the political sense as citizefrth® State?®

 The Lahore Resolution: March 23, 1940 — Lahore.

' On 15 April 1941 the Lahore Resolution was incorporated as a creed in the constitution of the All-India Muslim
League in its Madras session.

¢ Quaid-e-Azam, Mohd Ali Jinnah's speech on August 11, 1947.
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The Basic Democraciesystem was set up as five-tienstitutions._Tier
one was composed of union councilsne each for groups of villages
having an approximate total population of 10,000. Each union council
comprised ten directly elected members and five appointeshbers.
Union councils were responsible for local agriculturati &community
development and for rural law and order maintenance; theye
empowered to impose local taxes for local projectsr thie: consisted of
the tehsil (subdistrict) councilswhich performed coordination functions.
Tier three: the district #lla) councils were composed of nominated
official and non-official members, including the chaimef union
councils. The deputy commissioners chaired this body. dis#rict

" public Officers Disqualification Order (PODO).
'8 Elective Bodies Disqualification Order (EBDO).
!9 Basic Democracies
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councils were assigned both compulsory and optionatimrs pertaining

to education, sanitation, local culture, and social avelf Tier four:the
divisional advisory councilsoordinated the activities with representatives
of government departments. Tier fiveonsisted of one_ development
advisory counciffor each province and chaired by the governor who was
appointed by the presidefft.
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The second Indo-Pakistani conflict (1965) was also fought Kashmir
and started without a formal declaration of war. The began in August
5, 1965 and was ended Sept 22, 1965. The war was initiated byaRakist

% A, R. Choudhury.
® o
< o
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who since the defeat of India by China in 1962 had come teviethat
Indian military would be unable or unwilling to defend agaia quick
military campaign in Kashmir, and because the Pakigfavmernment was
becoming increasingly alarmed by Indian efforts to intiegt@ashmir
within India. There was also a perception that thers walespread
popular support within for Pakistani rule and that the Kashp&ople
were disatisfied with Indian rufé.
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